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Thomas Melton, Missoula, recently received a Harry s. Truman Scholarship for 1977-78 
while he was a sophomore in history and political science at the University of Hontana. 
Melton was one of 53 college and university students from each of the SO states of the 
United States and from the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the American territories 
of the Pacific Ocean islands chosen to receive the newly-established scholarship. 
Scholarship recipients were chosen on the basis of their desire to enter public 
service through government and will receive up to $5,000 annually for college expenses. 
The award is renewable for up to four years. 
Melton was chosen after a five-month selection process that required interviews by a 
three-member UM committee, headed by Dr. James Lopach, chairman of the UM political science 
department, and letters of recommendation; an essay on Melton's public service goals; more 
interviews at a district level, and a test. 
Melton, a 1975 graduate of Sentinel High School in Missoula, said that he plans to 
become a foreign service officer for the u.s. State Department or be attached to an overseas 
embassy as a consular or career ambassador. Melton is son of Mr. and Mrs. William Melton 
of Missoula. Melton~s father is a curator at the ill1 geology department and his mother is a 
librarian for the UM special education laboratory. 
The scholarships, which were awarded to 27 men and 26 women of at least sophomore 
standing, are administrated by the Harry S. Truman Scholarship Foundation in Washington, D.C. 
Congress established the foundation in 1974 and set up a trust fund of $30 million to 
finance the scholarships. 
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Melton attended the schoiarship presentation ceremony in the Truman Library at 
Independence, Mo., the late President's birthplace. Sen. Thomas F. Eagleton, 0-r.-lo., 
welcomed the award-winning students and Mrs. Margaret Truman Daniel, daughter of the late 
President, presented the scholarships. Each student also received a medal and a copy of 
Mrs. Daniel's book about her father. 
After attending Georgetown University, Washington, D.C., starting this fall, where 
he will major in diplomacy and study for a bachelor of arts degree in foreign service, 
Melton plans on enrolling at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy in Cambridge, Mass., 
for two years to study for a master of law and diplomacy degree. 
Melton served as president of the UM Debate and Oratory Association and was involved 
with the Montana Model United Nations program at UM as a high school student and while 
attending the University. 
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